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Message from the
Chairman of the Board

Gaylen J. Byker
In 2009 RGS has maintained

momentum in achieving our mission
– to create desperately needed young
forest habitat. Following are a few of

our activities this year, though it’s far from a complete
reflection of what we, with the unwavering support of
our hardworking membership and volunteers, have
accomplished. Our individual donors and corporate
sponsors played important roles in our success.

Among the most fruitful projects that emerged this
year were RGS’ presence in Washington working to
influence environmental policies, the purchase of heavy
equipment for creating young forest habitat and the
innovative cooperative agreement between the Western
Pennsylvania Conservancy and RGS regarding timber
rights on a parcel of land in Somerset country,
Pennsylvania. 

Included is information about several new board
members, along with the short biographies on the entire
new RGS Canada board. We’re poised for some growth
in Canada thanks to this new group of committed
members. 

Our business model continues to evolve, and the
upturn in the economy has positively impacted our
financial stability. We anticipate reaching our 50th
Anniversary in 2011 in a strong position to continue our
efforts on behalf of ruffed grouse, American woodcock
and related species.

2009 Projects & Activities
New Machines Mean Habitat Work in Midwest 
The Ruffed Grouse Society (RGS) recently received

three grants, totaling $182,000, to purchase heavy
equipment for managing ruffed grouse and woodcock
habitat in the Midwest. Two ASV/Terex PT-100 Forestry
loaders with mulching heads were purchased with grant
funds from the Richard King. Mellon Foundation, the
Frey Foundation of Grand Rapids, Michigan, and the
Charlevoix County Community Foundation of East
Jordan, Michigan.

The new pieces of equipment will service Michigan,
Wisconsin and surrounding states. The versatile
equipment will allow RGS to help public and private
partners aggressively manage neglected aspen, alder
and brush habitats for ruffed grouse, woodcock and
many other species. Cooperative projects with similar
equipment have been in progress in the Northeast for
several years with excellent results.

"These pieces of equipment are important tools to
help the Ruffed Grouse Society target habitat
improvements for woodcock in habitat, like alder, that is
not being managed by commercial harvests,” says Gary
Zimmer, RGS Senior Biologist in the Western Great
Lakes Region. “With this equipment RGS will be one of
the primary implementers of the Upper Great Lakes
Woodcock and Young Forest Habitat Initiative.”

Photo by Jack Muhar,
www.RapidEvents.com

Illinois Youth Attends RGS National Hunt
Brett Sopocy attended the 2009 National Grouse and Woodcock Hunt (NGWH) at

the invitation of the Under Broken Wings (UBW) program. Sopocy, a 16-year-old who
is a right hemiplegic, is passionate about upland hunting and welcomed the
opportunity to hunt grouse and woodcock in Minnesota. During the festivities a Life
Sponsorship was purchased by several generous donors for Brett, who received a
Kimber shotgun as part of the arrangement.

2010 Under Broken Wings Recipient
Announced

Caleb Stallings, a 15-year-old from Ringgold, Georgia,
was chosen as the recipient of the 2010 Under Broken
Wings program. He will attend the NGWH in October
of this year. A paraplegic as a result of a car accident
when he was 4, Caleb says “hunting is what helps me
get through, and it can help other kids as well.” 



2009 Report to Sponsors

Page 3

Somerset County Timber Harvest
Unprecedented Pennsylvania Partnership Grows Roots

RGS has enjoyed working with many public and
private partners over the past 50 years to reach our
shared vision of creating young forest habitat.
Recently we were able to take one of our biggest
strides yet – with an unprecedented partnership that
gives RGS the management of 2,300 acres of public
forestland in the Laurel Highlands of southwestern
Pennsylvania for 15 years. 

The Lyme Timber Company sold the forest tract,
locally called “The Barron Tract”, to the Western
Pennsylvania Conservancy (WPC) in 2008. In keeping
with the landscape habitat vision, WPC conferred
timber rights to RGS for 15 years, while the land itself
was conferred to the Pennsylvania Department of

Conservation and Natural Resources, Bureau of
Forestry, to become part of the Forbes State Forest.
The heavily forested tract in Somerset County, near
the village of Scullton, added substantially to a
mosaic of public land, effectively connecting Laurel
Ridge State Park and State Game Lands 111 – and
creating 26,444 acres of contiguous public lands. 

RGS is working with Appalachian Forest
Consultants of Stoystown, Pennsylvania to manage
the habitat. By the fall of 2009, two timber sales
creating habitat blocks of 85 and 65 acres had been
completed, with several more planned for 2010. 

RGS Takes the Lead:
Articles Begin the Challenge to Change

Public Sentiment
RGS has initiated a push to educate folks about the

importance of early successional, or young forest,
habitat to all the species that rely upon it for survival.
To accomplish that, two articles have been made
available on the RGS website, and reprints of each are
available. One is entitled The Other Silent Spring and
the second is Placing Wildlife At Risk By Ignoring
Ecological Principles. Please share them with your
friends, they were written to help people understand
how nature works and what happens when we
intervene without understanding the consequences.

The Other Silent Spring appeared in our Summer
2009 issue of RGS, page 40. To read Dr. Mike Zagata’s
article, Placing Wildlife At Risk By Ignoring Ecological
Principles, contact RGS headquarters.
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cycle. Depending on a person’s perspective the calling, which can vary from

a few dozen calls to several hundred repetitions, can either be entertaining

or an incessant disturbance, especially if you are trying to hear something

else or sleep.Unfortunately, populations of ruffed grouse, woodcock, whip-poor-wills

along with many other young forest birds like yellow-breasted chats, towhees

and golden winged warblers have dramatically declined as the majority of

our forests reach maturity. In the public’s zeal to protect natural areas, there

is a public misconception of not “seeing the forest for the trees.” Vegetative

disturbance is a means of revitalizing habitat diversity within a very dynamic

forest ecosystem that needs young trees just as much as old trees.

Ruffed grouse populations in Indiana are now less than 3% of what they

were just 25 years ago. Ruffed grouse have essentially disappeared from

neighboring Illinois and have already done so in a number of areas in Indi-

ana where they existed just two or three decades ago. Breeding ground sur-

veys for woodcock conducted in Indiana are showing a similar decline. Not

too many years ago, on our way to conduct grouse drumming surveys we

frequently saw the reddish-pink eyes of whip-poor-wills sitting along the

forest roads. The incessant calling of whip-poor-wills was an annoyance as

we tried to count the number of drumming grouse. Now we no longer see

the whip-poor-will eyes in the headlights and frequently hear neither grouse,

nor whip-poor-wills, nor woodcock.
These three birds and distinctive calls are “coal mine canaries” telling us

by their absence that young forest habitats are quickly disappearing.Are we

listening? Do we hear the emptiness?Will we listen? It’s happening not only

here, but across the eastern United States.
In his book, “Restoring North America’s Birds – Lessons from Land-

scape Ecology” (2000) noted ornithologist, Dr. Robert Askins, titled one

chapter, “Another Quiet Decline: Birds of the Eastern Thickets” that

recorded the plight of birds of young forests. Public perceptions are often a

hard nut to crack, even when there are biological facts to the contrary. We

tend to mix our emotions with our perceptions as to how the world should

be, even if we are only seeing a snap-shot of history frozen on one beauti-

ful sunrise or sunset. We tend to see forests as only large, mature trees while

mentally discriminating against young, small trees that have an equal value

in providing viable habitat for wildlife. We fail to recognize that some

wildlife use old forests, some use young, and some use both.

We, as humans, have permanently modified the earth and there is no

going back to a completely natural world without dismissing ourselves from

this earth. It’s now our incumbent responsibility as good land stewards to as-

sure a diversity of habitats exists in what remains of our forests. We have to

get past our biased perspectives and recognize that dramatic vegetative dis-

turbances are temporary and are always an important revitalization of dy-

namic forest ecosystems.While man-made disturbances like harvesting timber or prescribed fires

may not be natural, nor pretty at the outset, they are manageable tools that

can be directed to specific forest stands to replicate or mimic the effects of

natural disturbances in creating and maintaining a diversity of habitats. Log-

ging is not just about removing renewable, woody commodities from a for-

est; timber harvesting is a very useful tool in managing vegetation to assure

a variety of habitat types for a diversity of wildlife.

To hear the drums of a grouse, the peents of a woodcock, and the calls

of the whip-poor-wills are as refreshing as the cool crisp forest air we

breathe. The increasing empty silence of our woodlands is a sign that our

world is less healthy, and is a testament to our failure to act.

Our failure to maintain a diversity of habitat types in our forests is be-

nign neglect for those wildlife species needing young forests to survive. A

managed forest is still a forest, if left to be a forest after a natural or man-

made disturbance. The key is to keep our forests as forests and not let them

disappear under a growing sea of asphalt or be converted to some other non-

forest land use. An active timber management program under the guidance

of professionally trained natural resource managers perpetuates a renew-

able resource while maintaining a diversity of habitats for wildlife.

The Other Silent Spring
Disappearing birds of young forests

by Steven Backs
Wildlife Research Biologist, Indiana Fish and Wildlife Department of Natural Resources

First published in RGS Summer 2009 Vol 21, Issue 2. RGS is a quarterly publication of the Ruffed Grouse Society.

Rachel Carson’s classic book Silent Spring sounded
the alarm over the long-term effects of the misuse

of pesticides, especially those that persist for decades in
the environment. Carson described how the misuse of
pesticides, in particular DDT, unintentionally led to rap-
tor eggshell thinning and negatively impacted popula-
tions of non-target songbirds either by direct poisoning
or indirectly through their food sources. The premise
of her historic book was if corrective actions were not
taken soon, eventually the sounds of spring would dis-
appear. Carson was dismissed by some as an alarmist
and her credibility was attacked by the chemical indus-
try. Over time the truth of her warnings became quite
evident in field studies and led to a new awareness in
the use of pesticides.

Although not as insidious as pesticides, a similar de-
cline is occurring with populations of birds and other
wildlife that utilize grasslands, prairies, and young
dense forest habitats. The vitality of these habitats is measured not only by
their existence, but also by the time since the last major vegetative distur-
bance. Historically, these habitats followed natural, catastrophic destructive
events such as firestorms, tornadoes, and massive insect infestations. Young,
regenerating forests lay scattered across the predominantly forested land-
scape where patches of old forests eventually died and had fallen in on them-
selves. The process of constant, destructive change and death in the natural
environment is the youthful renovation of habitats which result in a rich di-
versity of wildlife. Every species’existence is in a constant flow of tem-
porarily disappearing and recolonizing in a diverse, ever-changing
environment.

Forest environments are amazingly resilient. As long as there are con-
nective forested corridors or pathways, wildlife can generally find those
habitats that suit their specific life needs. Unfortunately, in many areas, man
has chopped up the landscape to the point where these regenerative natural
forces no longer function to the same extent as they did historically. Broken
forested corridors are often not suitable pathways for wildlife recolonization
and a fractured landscape can not be easily repaired without displacing
human development.

Beginning in the 1930’s, Indiana was entering a period of reforestation
following an initial burst of human settlement when many forests were
cleared to build and heat homes, communities, and provide space for agri-
cultural crops and grazing. While there were a few public agency programs

for planting trees, most of today’s forests returned in
the same resilient way they had historically, regenerat-
ing on their own following natural destructive events.
Along with the resurgence of young forests came the
wildlife species whose life and vitality depends on the
dense thickets and brushy fields.

Some of the easily identifiable avian icons of young
forest habitats are ruffed grouse, American woodcock,
and whip-poor-wills. These birds are more often heard
than seen, because their brown, mottle cryptic appear-
ance helps camouflage them against predators, espe-
cially the females who are ground nesters. Naturalists
have frequently described the distinctive courtship dis-
plays of these birds as harbingers of spring.

In late March through April a male ruffed grouse
proclaims his breeding territory by engaging in a
“drumming display” upon a downed log, a tree root
wad, or a small mound of earth in a protective woody

thicket. The male grouse beats his wings rapidly creating a vacuum of air,
producing a low hollow, drumming sound similar to the sound of an antique
tractor motor starting or the distant pounding of rubber automobile tires on
a rough country road. When you are relatively close to a drumming grouse,
you can feel the sound as much as hear it, probably because the sound waves
created by the air vacuum resonate off a person’s head and chest. Besides
proclaiming the male’s territory, the drumming sound attracts female ruffed
grouse that come to the male to breed. The best time to hear a grouse drum-
ming is at dawn the first week of April, although this year-round resident
may drum occasionally at other times of the year.

The courtship display of a maleAmerican woodcock is a combination of
a nasal “peenting” sound made on the ground in a small forest opening or
brushy field followed by a short 30-40 second circular aerial flight that ends
with the flute-like twittering of air passing through the male’s wings as he
quickly spirals down to the same spot to peent again. Like the ruffed grouse,
the male woodcock conducts these repetitive displays not only to proclaim
a breeding territory but to attract females for breeding. Migratory wood-
cock generally arrive in early March and begin their dawn and dusk
courtship displays in late March through to early May.

Whip-poor-wills begin arriving in late March and the males will begin
distinctive, repetitive “whip-poor-will” calls in mid April from dark to the
early dawn hours. The calling of a whip-poor-will continues through the
summer with the intensity influenced by moon phases and the breeding
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These three birds [the American
woodcock, the ruffed grouse

and the whip-poor-will] … are
“coal mine canaries” telling us

by their absence that young forest
habitats are quickly disappearing.
Are we listening? Do we hear
the emptiness? Will we listen?
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Toll Free:
888-564-6747

www.ruffedgrousesociety.org

New RGS Board Members
Lawrence M. Clark, Jr.
Lawrence Clark joined

the RGS Board of
Directors in October; he is
a native Pennsylvanian
and grew up hunting and
fishing with his father and
friends. Upon graduation
from Villanova University
in 1993, he made his way
to New York City to
pursue a graduate
business degree from New
York University and begin
a career in finance. 

As the owner of the Delaware River Club, a fly-
fishing lodge on the West Branch of the Delaware
River, Clark, an RGS Life Sponsor, is passionate about
conservation and supports efforts to introduce
youngsters to the world of outdoor sports and

recreation. 
Tracy T. Larsen

The Ruffed Grouse
Society recently added
Tracy Larsen to the board
of directors. Tracy, an RGS
Life Sponsor, is a member
of the Grand Rapids,
Michigan RGS chapter
and is a lifelong outdoor
enthusiast, avid hunter
and fly fisherman.

As an active
conservationist, Larsen is
passionate about

encouraging youth to participate in the outdoor
tradition. "I am very excited to have this opportunity to
help carry on the important work of the RGS." 

��
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2009 National Raffle & Contest Winners
Upland Dream Hunt Winner

James Farrell from Holidaysburg, Pennsylvania won the
RGS 2009 National Raffle – an Upland Bird Dream Hunt.
Jim, along with his wife Linda, hunted with Bear Paw
Mountain Outfitters in Havre, Montana and attended the
National Grouse and Woodcock hunt in Grand Rapids,
Minnesota. The prize pack also included an SKB model
785 over-and-under for each of them.

“This was our first time attending the RGS National
Grouse and Woodcock Hunt and if anyone has the chance
to attend in the future we would highly recommend it. The
entire experience was a whirlwind. Our time in Montana
was excellent, and we couldn’t have asked for a better
ranch for hunting. Bear Paw is clean, comfortable and the
food was great – as were the huntsmen,” the Farrells
commented.

The winner of the Cabela's $1000 gift certificate is
Andrew Lukashuk of Sussex, New Jersey.

The Russell Moccasin boots were won by Kristin Dew,
Elgin, Ilinois.

“I wish to thank the Ruffed Grouse Society and my
lucky ticket for my custom-made Russell Boots. Tom and I
were with Sue and Wes Dixon on Saturday afternoon. It
was 65 degrees, blue sky and  perfect. Not your normal
day to duck hunt, but what fun! My new boots look great
and are very comfortable. I did get them a little dirty in the
blind, but now they have been properly baptized. Can't
wait for the next outing.

Give my best to all at RGS.”
Thank you,
Kris Dew

Banquet Sponsor Reward Program
For 2009 RGS unveiled a new banquet

sponsor reward program. Banquet sponsors
had the option of choosing a ticket for an
exclusive drawing with seven winners.
Following are the seven winning sponsors:

1. Bruce Visniski from Muskegon, Michigan
won a Caesar Guerini Forum Grade over-and-
under shotgun.

2. Paul Zelisko from Lake Forest, Illinois
won a Kimber shotgun.

3. Shannon Staiger from Fairbanks, Alaska
won a Kimber shotgun.

4. Dave Miles from Norton Shores,
Michigan won a Caesar Guerini Magnus over-
and-under shotgun.

5. Terry Saylor from Canal Winchester,
Ohio won a choice of any pair of Steiner
binoculars. 

6 Damian Croyle from Hamilton, New York
won a choice of any pair of Steiner binoculars. 

7. John E. Charewicz from Plover,
Wisconsin won a $1000.00 Cabela’s gift
certificate.

James Farrell pictured with along with his wife Linda,  and his SKB model
785 over-and-under.

The RGS National Banquet Sponsor Raffle had seven winners from across the country – two
of the seven winners were sponsors of the West Michigan Lakeshore RGS Chapter banquet.
Bruce Visniski (right) from Muskegon, Michigan won first place and took home a Caesar
Guerini Forum. Dave Miles (left) from Norton Shores, Michigan won a Caesar Guerini
Magnus for taking fourth place. Also pictured is Regional Director Doug Doherty who
presented the winners with their shotguns at a chapter meeting.
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Gordon W. Gullion

Gullion Circle:
Golden Aspen Ring, Silver Birch Ring,

& Bronze Maple Ring
The Gullion Circle has been created to recognize lifetime contributors of $250,000 or

more.  In addition, RGS is pleased to recognize those who have made contributions to
be included in the Golden Aspen Ring ($100,000 to $249,999), the Silver Birch Ring

($50,000 to $99,999) and the Bronze Maple Ring ($25,000 to $49,999).

GOLDEN ASPEN RING *
T. Stanton Armour
Gaylen J. Byker
James L. Jurries

The Lynde & Harry Bradley
Foundation

John H. Mullin III
William B. Sordoni

Mr. and Mrs. D. V. Uihlein
Terry Wilson & Nancy Anisfield

SILVER BIRCH RING *
Hobson Brown, Jr.

Cabela’s
Leon (Joe) Chandler
Johnson Timber Corp.
Gunnar & Louise Klarr

John & Carolynn Loacker
MeadWestvaco

Olin-Winchester Corporation
James H. Oliver
David D. Perkins

Leigh H. Perkins, Sr.
George S. Rich

Donald C. Shepard
Alfred S. Warren, Jr.

The above listings are as of January 1, 2010.

BRONZE MAPLE RING *
Robert J. Bates, MD

Robert W. and Susan T. Brown
Larry Brutger

Thomas W. Dew III
James F. Farmer
Marshall Field VI

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Flanigan
James Hayett

D. Wayne Jacobson, Sr.
Martie & Wayne Jacobson, Jr.
Eric & Gretchen Karnosky

James D. Kiggen
James D. MacDonald
Mars Foundation

Menasha Corporation Foundation
David L. Moore

Morton Family Foundation
John C. Oliver

John C. Oliver III
J.G. Ordway, Jr.

M. Richard Phillips
Rivers Edge Trading Post

GULLION CIRCLE *
Mr. and Mrs. Wesley M. Dixon, Jr.

Edwin H. Gott, Jr.
Joe R. Irwin

Denis S. Karnosky
Gary T. Martin

Nestle Purina Petcare
Orvis-Perkins Foundation

Perkins Charitable Foundation
Perkins Trust
Steven Quill

R.K. Mellon Family Foundation
Richard King Mellon Foundation

Scotty Searle
Mrs. William Searle

The Searle Family Trust

David D. Sandstrom
Harold J. Schneider, Sr.

Seneca Printing and Label, Inc.
S. Bruce Smart, Jr.

William R. Spence, Jr.
David Wahl

Thomas S. Word, Jr., Esq.
George J. Wordingham
William A. Yacktman
Michael D. Zagata

Paul Zelisko
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ccaannaaddaa

oonnttaarriioo
James Abbey
G. Wayne Connor
James Hoddinott
W. (Wilf) J. Myers
William Michael Phippen

uunniitteedd  ssttaatteess
ooFF  aammeerriiccaa
aallaasskkaa
Boniface Dental Center
Leon (Joe) Chandler
Trigg Davis
Dick & Tammie Hemmen
Steve Hyams
Bryan Knight
Robb Milne
William Pease
Janice M. Strong

ccaalliiFFoorrnniiaa
Johanson Ventures, Inc.
Keith A. Johnson
Sean & Melissa McAvoy
Shane Thomas Mengel
James H. Oliver

ccoolloorraaddoo
Edwin H. Gott III
Steve R. Higgins
James E. Kurtzman
David W. McCormick
Betsy Searle
Timothy J. Travis

FFlloorriiddaa
Lawrence S. Katz
Curtis Marks
John G. Ordway Jr.
Todd M. Ryan

ggeeoorrggiiaa
M. Richard Phillips
Curtis G. Werner

iilllliinnooiiss
Jean Armour
Timothy Ian Bates
John A. Clemetsen
Edwin L. DeVilbiss
Thomas W. Dew III
Suzanne & Wesley Dixon
Wesley M. Dixon,  Jr.
James W. Dominik
Russell & Christina Fisher
In Memory of Arthur J. Hayett
Peter C. & Tracy Lee
John & Suzanne Leonard
James D. MacDonald
Barry MacLean
David L. Moore
Morton Family Foundation
Olin - Winchester Corp.

Greg Oyer
Andrew M. Rosenfield
Damon Sather
John (Jake) S. Searle
Scotty Searle
William Kent Searle
William L. Searle
The Searle Family Trust
Thomas Sennstrom
Tom Shaughnessy
Brian Simmons
Brett Evan Sopocy
Daniel Sopocy
J. Gregory & Molly South
William R. Spence, Jr.
Jim & Heidi Straka
Frank A. Svoboda Jr.
Richard R. Taylor
David Wahl
Stanford K. Williams
William A. Yacktman
The Yacktman Foundation
Paul Zelisko
Ziegler Industries, Inc.

iinnddiiaannaa
Luke Funk

iioowwaa
Jeff Doll
Nestle Purina Petcare

kkaannssaass
Ghassan (Gus) Bader

kkeennttuucckkyy
Tom & Susan Burtoft

lloouuiissiiaannnnaa
Thomas Noell
Jacques L. Wiener, Jr.

mmaaiinnee
The Brook Family Foundation
Leon Gorman
L. L. Bean, Inc.

mmaarryyllaanndd
Alered D. Geis Trust
James F. Farmer
David Barrett Rich
George Sunderland Rich, Jr.
George S. Rich 
Stursa Equipment Co. Ltd.

mmaassssaacchhuusseettttss
Chokebore Kennels
William G. Curtis V
Jonathan Ennis
Robert J. Hare
Anthony R. Mastromarino, Jr.
Stephen F. Quill

mmiicchhiiggaann
Craig J. Balzer
Robert J. Bates, MD
Gayle L. Byker

Gaylen J. Byker
Robert Carolus
Scott E. Christopher, Sr.
Rob DeVilbiss
Frey Foundation
Eric R. Fritz
Don E. Funk
Richard J. Geenen
Dorothy Graebner
Hen-Mar LLC
James L. Jurries
Gunnar & Louise Klarr
Frederic W. Kruer
Tracy T. Larsen
Dave M. Lillie
David B. Medema
M. J. Moroun
John Myaard
Todd G. Oosting
David A. Slikkers
Mike Snapper
Jeff Towner
Michael G. VanLokeren
Venture Industries
Joel F. Visser
Alfred S. Warren, Jr.
Wessel Gun Service, Inc.

mmiinnnneessoottaa
Aitkin Appliance Center
American Heritage National Bank
Andy Michalek Logging
Greg Aplin
Kevin Aplin
APR Captil Investments LLC
Allen R. Arvig
Bill Hicks & Company
Black Bear Homes
Armand Brachman
Matthew Brutger
C. C. Development
Clint Corrow
Country Inn of Grand Rapids
Cub Foods
Kent Cummings
Steve Fleming
Fremont Industries, Inc.
Gary Goltz
Grand Rapids Amateur Hockey
Grand Rapids Development Corp.
Grand Rapids State Bank
Dean Groebner
Robert Hamilton
Steve Hanson
D. Wayne Jacobson, Sr.
D. Wayne Jacobson, Jr.
Martie Jacobson
Larry & Cindy Brutger
Mark A. Larson
Sven Lindquist
Mn Deer Hunters Association
Casey Newman
Marty J. Niewind
Northprint International

Bruce A. Ogle
Prudential Lakes Realty
Steven W. Rice
Safari Club International
David D. Sandstrom
Dean Sandstrom
Sawmill Inn
Dennis Scherer
Robert L. Seibert
Kurt G. Sundquist
Dennis Tollefson
Total Control Solutions
UPM/Blandin Paper Company
Wells Fargo Bank of Grand Rapids
Clair C. Wilcox
Noah & Elizabeth Wilcox
Steve M. Wilcox
Kevin Zasmeta
Ziegler Construction

mmiissssoouurrii
Anheuser-Busch Foundation
Ted S. Cooper
Steve Maritz
Steve Remspecher

mmoonnttaannaa
Ray 'Paco' Young

nneebbrraasskkaa
Cabela's
Clarence L. Werner

nneeww  hhaammppsshhiirree
Robert & Patricia Leipold

nneeww  jjeerrsseeyy
Stephen H. Browne
Griffin & Howe
Bob Mallory

nneeww  yyoorrkk
Hobson Brown, Jr.
Lawrence M. Clark, Jr.
Marshall Field VI
Peter M. Flanigan
Funnyfolk Farm
The George F. Baker Trust
Gary T. Martin
Michael Zagata

nnoorrtthh  ccaarroolliinnaa
Jeff Akin
James A. Cornetet
Glenn Harvey
Bryan & Debbie Stutzman
Bob Wendling
Ken Wrangell

nnoorrtthh  ddaakkoottaa
Sam W. McQuade, Jr.
Leslie M. Rainwater

oohhiioo
Rick Bryan III
Byers Charitable Trust
John Cassidy

RGS LIFE SPONSORS 2009*
+ Contributing to the Forest Wildlife Foundation (FWF) which is administered through the Ruffed Grouse Society.
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Cincinnati Bell Wireless
Fifth-Third Bank
Myron W. Gallogly
Lawrence D. Milligan, Jr.
Orvis-Perkins Foundation
Perkins Charity Foundation
Perkins Trust
Standard Oil Co./Ohio
T & D Thompson
Joseph F. Toot, Jr.

ookkllaahhoommaa
Jeff King
Gregory & Linda Meyer

oorreeggoonn
John & Carolynn Loacker

ppeennnnssyyllVVaanniiaa
Ralph W. Arthur, Jr.
Sylvia Bashline
Otto Beck
A. H. Burchfield III
Classic Shotshell Inc.
Fish Real Estate
Glatfelter Insurance Group
Edwin H. Gott, Jr.
Nicholas Hays Gott
Habitat For Wildlife
Randy Hicks
Hirtle, Callaghan & Company
Joe R. Irwin
Ron Kistler
Lee Industries, Inc.
Samuel & Beatrice Moore
James D. Nyce
John C. Oliver III
Samuel R. Pursglove, Jr.
R. K. Mellon Family Foundation
Richard K. Mellon & Sons

Richard King Mellon Foundation
Rockwell Foundation
Russell Rea Zappala & Gomulka Hold.
Mark L. Rutledge
Seneca Printing & Label, Inc.
Kenneth L. Simon
Jim & Clara Sue Smith
William B. Sordoni
The Sordoni Foundation, Inc.
Walter Stoecklein
Stones Throw Consulting Services
Kenneth H. Taylor, Jr.
Robin F. Taylor
University Drive Vet. Hospital
Wright Automotive Group

ssoouutthh  ccaarroolliinnaa
John C. Oliver

ssoouutthh  ddaakkoottaa
Larry Pillard
Duane Sather

tteennnneesssseeee
William B. Benton, Jr.
The Bone & Joint Clinic
Clinchfield Drug Co.
Greg Cook, MD
W. Gregory Cook, MD
Phillip Crowe
Shannon Curtis
William (Sonny) Hitchcox
Martin Rash
Julie K. Sandstrom Hitchcox
The Tucker Foundation

tteeXXaass
Randolph R. Birkman
Jay Herbert
Norman E. Nabhan

George W. Passela
Donald Patteson
Jerry Theodorson

VVeerrmmoonntt
The Orvis Company
Orvis Company Inc./
David D. Perkins +

Leigh H. Perkins Sr.
William Rogers
Frank Simms
Ugly Dog Hunting

VViirrggiinniiaa
Corbin Dixon
Jacob 'Jay' E. Frith II
Senator Elmon T. Gray
Karl K. Kindig
Robin Leonard
David D. MacDonald
Mars Foundation
Michael D. Milligan
John H. Mullin III
Old Whitewood
William L. Pannill
S. Bruce Smart, Jr.
Under Wild Skies, Inc.
William W. & Virginia B.
Sale Foundation

David M. Word
Thomas S. Word III
Thomas S. Word, Jr.

wwaasshhiinnggttoonn
James H. Grimes
Daniel Sather
Fred Stark

wweesstt  VViirrggiinniiaa
Audubon Animal Clinic

Brad Hall, MD
MeadWestvaco Corp.

wwiissccoonnssiinn
American Garage Door Co.
Geoffrey Bergauer
Steve Bodenschatz
Robert W. & Susan T. Brown
David V. Uihlein Foundation
Mark Fouts
Grand Rapids Herald Review
James Hayett
The Highlands Sportsmen's Club
Gillian Johnson
W. B. Johnson
Johnson Timber Corp.
Denis Karnosky
Eric And Gretchen Karnosky
Gregg & Kathy Kuehn
Bradley Lengeling
The Lynde & Harry Bradley
Foundation

Malmquist Law Firm
Dave Mathews
Menasha Corporation Foundation
Mertens Erectors, Inc.
Michael F. Hupy & Assoc.
John (Jack) M. Olson
Dan Ongna
Racine Plastics
Alan Rheinschmidt
Donald C. Shepard
Weimer Bearing
George J. Wordingham
Brittany Zebrasky
Robert Zimmerman

wwyyoommiinngg
Robert Model

RGS LIFE SPONSORS 2009* -- Continued
+ Contributing to the Forest Wildlife Foundation (FWF) which is administered through the Ruffed Grouse Society.

ccaannaaddaa
mmaanniittoobbaa
Bill & Judy Bordun

oonnttaarriioo
John Price

uunniitteedd  ssttaatteess
ooFF  aammeerriiccaa
aallaasskkaa
Jeff Alling
Anchorage Neurosurgical

Assoc.
Anchorage Orthopedic &

Fracture Clinic
Jay Andrews
Steven L. Angel
George Arcand

Peter J. Bente
Boniface Dental Center
Sandy Boochert
Jim L. Bowles
Mark Browning
Calista Corporation
William W. Carlson
Wynd Counts, MD
Trigg Davis
Deb's Cafe
Jeff Evans
Richard Flanders
Colt Foster
Jack Galloway
Christian Garrett
Royce Gessner
Robert Gieringer, MD
Jeremy Gitomer, MD
Roland E. Gower
Jim Hagee

Brian Hartman DMD
Rita Heidkamp/Alyeska
Gary & Mary Hiller
John Hilsinger
Diane Hodge
Richard & Bonny Holm
Michael James
Jitters & Picture is
Steve Jones
Dan Kennedy
Harvey Kohlberg
Ben Kolean DDS
Edgar (Ted) L. Lamb
Virgil Lamourex
Ken R. Larimore
Marc Lee
Bret L. Mason
David L. Meyer
Charles Muschaney DVM
Hans Nordstrom

Jason E. Ott
W. Lee Payne DDS
Davis C. Peterson
Fritz Rheinbold
Safari Club Int'l.
Mike Sage, Jr. DDS
Samson Electric, Inc.
John & Nancy Schank
Robert Schmoll
Craig Schwarz
Ralph Seekins
Paul R. Semonin
Charles Shannon, MD
Mark Silverman
Paul C. Smith
Sportsmans Warehouse
Mark Sprano
Nick Steen
Gereth and Pamela Stillman
Susitna Professional Pharmacy
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Ken Ulz
Curt L. Urling
Usibelli Coal Mine
Noah Velasquez
Rae Walsh
Tom Wells
John D. Whitlatch
Lulie Williams
John Wunsch
Brian & Leslie Yamamoto
Birch A. Yuknis

aarriizzoonnaa
e Upland Almanac

ccoolloorraaddoo
Tom Ding
Bruce Harma
Earl Moses
Gail Moses

ccoonnnneeccttiiccuutt
Joshua H. Brown
Boyd Cooke Family
Mike Fleitz
Jeffrey Gardner
Arthur Jay Kover
Bruce S. Nicholas

ddeellaawwaarree
Friess & Associates

FFlloorriiddaa
Edwin R. Stroh III

ggeeoorrggiiaa
William (Bo) C. Ackerman, Jr.
Alan Densmore, Inc.
Tim Attaway
Buford Financial Services
Bill Cunningham
Howe Construction Inc.
James C. Kennedy
W. Paul Kesmodel, Jr.
William H. Masden III
Midway Firearm Service
John R. Richards
James R. Wait
Ray Watson
Wilson & Strickland, Inc.

iiddaahhoo
Pat Zoellner

iilllliinnooiiss
John R. Acott
David Allen
Bob Belter
Michael J. Breen
Jim Calaway
Henry T. Chandler
Scott Clemetsen
Eugene A. DiMonte
Conrad Drust
Denis A. Dunne
John V. Farwell IV

Gene H. Hansen
Matt A. Heldt
Jerry Holtz
Todd Jensen
Gary Kotland
Gregg Kuetemeyer
Fred Lepenske
Marcal Rope & Rigging, Inc.
Gary Matula
Metro Contract Svcs.
Metro Contracting Services
Tim Moran
North American Versatile
Hunting Dog Assoc./

James Applegate
Paul & Beth Olin
John Plante
Philip & Lise' Puckorius
John R. Rodelli
Keith Schopp
Stone Barrett Foundation
Michael Wett

iinnddiiaannaa
omas J. Beauchamp
Jon Eggen
James J. Fuqua
Dan Gehring
Karl Kovach
Jack Leonard
Donald L. Lindemann
William McTurnan
Kevin Orthman
John M. Ritter DDS
Craig Ruble
Michael D. Shipley
Harold Tinsley

iioowwaa
Bob's Hole In e Wall
Bouslog Insurance
e Boyt Co.
Business Telephone Supply
Rob & Kristin Camarata
Cash Lynk, LLC
Tom G. Clark
Farmers State Bank
Five Seasons Tire
Flack's RooKng &

Seal Coating
Rick & Kathy Frees
Tom & Jan Gavin
G's Guns & Accessories
Guaranty Bank
Maurice M. Hart
Heartland Financial 

Dubuque Bank
omas Jeneary
Jim Lane Construction
JV New Home Construction
David & Barbara Kalkwarf
Kerndt Brothers Savings Bank
Merlin F. Kruger

Curtis & Beth Livengood DDS
Kevin Loy
Tom March
Midway Hotel
Northway Well & Pump
Kurt Rouse
Bill Saddler
Frank Saddler
Joe F. Saddler
Jim Short
Tuth Auto Service Center
Samuel & Jessi Weiland
Robert West

kkaannssaass
Jeff Fishack

kkeennttuucckkyy
Fuehner Const., Inc.
James & Ruth Gartner
William Harris
Brian E. Lane
Jeff Strout
Mark Turner

lloouuiissiiaannaa
Glenn Begnaud
Geoffrey W. Garrett, MD
Frederick Kimmel
Ed & Adele Neupert
Stephen Pellessier

mmaaiinnee
William B. Bishop, Jr.
Russ & Carole Dyer
Peter A. Eising
Fryeburg Fish & Game Assoc.
Mangum & Associates LLC
William R. Martens
Jo-Ann, Steve &

Janna Moody
Daniel Nein
Paul's Marina
Plum Creek Timber Co.
Perry Risley
Robbins Lumber, Inc.
Sensor Research &

Development Co.
Woodman's Sporting Goods

Store

mmaarryyllaanndd
Jeffrey L. Adams
Joseph Alvarez, MD
Richard J. Anderson
Jana Brown
Marshall H. Durston
John Galli
Albert W. Getty DDS
William S. Hannig, Jr.
Harold Harsh
Donald L. Helbig
Denise Homberg
Rick Jenkins

James Jones OD
Robert “Mac” W.

Macdonald, Jr.
John A. Rose
Richard A. Skeweris
Charles H. ornton
Charles & Melissa Walch

mmaassssaacchhuusseettttss
Walter D. Allen III
Robert C. Almanas
Bruce A. Bennett
John D. Black
Peter Bonneau
Kyle J. Brenner
Sam Cali
David M. Carpenter
Gary Conrad
James M. Coull
George L. Darey
Jan E. Dizard
Dennis Fusini
H. Robert Hawkes
William Higgins
Phil Hiser
Steve Matusewicz
George Murphy
Anders L. Nilsson
Stephen B. Quill
Ross Rackliff
Dean Scudder
Terry Smith
Chuck Walker
Wood Ventures Realty II LLC
Charles M. Zepp

mmiicchhiiggaann
Michael D. Allett
Alma Tire Service
Randy Almirall Family
Dennis S. Ambrose
Asphalt Paving Inc.
Ausable Well Service
Auto Tech Repair Center
Steve Barnhart
Bay Pines Veterinary Clinic
Sargent Begeman
Kris Berg
Bessemer Plywood Corp.
Christian M. Betz
Vernon R. Bird
Mark Birka
Robert M. Bly
Rob Bondy
Jeff Bundy
Joseph Burroughs
Tom Caldwell
Camp K9
Jeff Carpenter
Carquest GTC Inc.
Carrolls Forest Products
George Clayton
Joseph R. Custer

RGS ANNUAL SPONSORS 2009* -- Continued
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Cut-Rite E.D.M., Inc.
Allen & Wendy Davidson
Edward B. Davison
Bradley Depottey
Douglas Dowland
Ron DuKna
Jim Dunn
John Dunn
Christopher L. Edgar
Tom H. Evashevski
Fahrner Excavating
Tom Fairbairn
Donald R. Fay
Louis Fierens II
Fischer Happy Hour
James A. Fish Sr.
Fisher & Walker Builders
Stephen H. Fletcher
Robert A. Foote, MD
Roger Gady
Kevin D. Gay
David Geenen
Trevis E. Gillow
James R. Gilsdorf
Charles F. Glass
Glo Retracement
Frederick J. Goetz
Gogebic County Forestry

Comm.
Great Lakes Compressed Air
Great Lakes Fly Fishing
Glenn R. Gross
Scott Grush Family
Kenneth B. Gum, MD
Gustafson Smoked Fish
Gordon Guyer
Richard Hall
Timothy D. Hayner
Randy Hayward
James E. Heighton
Fritz Heller
David E. Henton
David O. Higley
Tim Hill
John B. Hubard
Indian River Family

Dentistry
J & M Catering
Jacobs, McDonald & Silc
Jacquart's Fabrics
Earl D. Johnson
James N. Johnson
Joseph Johnson
Robert D. Johnson
Joki, Makela, & Pollack PLLC
Michael B. Jolman
Steve Jolman
David & Carol Kaczmarek
George Kempton
Daryl Kesler
Rebekah Klarr
Robert D. Knight

Carlo J. Lahti
Lake Road Veterinary Clinic
John E. Larsen
Michael J. LeMasters
Rick A. Leow
Jeffrey C. Littmann
Gow Litzenburger
Louisiana PaciKc Corp.
Andrew B. Lytle
Jeanne Lytle
Hugh D. Macmaster
Nathon March
Daniel A. Markham
Sam Martin
Ted Mazurek
Justin McGrail
Rhodes Mckee
omas Mellentine
Michigan Hand & Wrist, P.C.
Alan Montney
Robert D. Moore
Roger Moore
Patrick Murphy
Nemo Construction
J. Michael Oostmeyer
Orvana Resources US
Oxford Bank
Packaging Corp Of 

America-Woodlands
Dan Perotti
Christopher Perryman
Merrill (Pete) L. Petoskey
Petoskey Plastics
Brent D. Pike
Pike Distributors
Pine Hill Kennels &

Sportsman Club
Plante & Moran, LLC
Larry Prokop
Jon Pryor
RCS Services Co.
Robert Reid
omas Reimer
Rob Robinson
Rodney L. Robison
Karen L. Rodock
Paul A. Rose
Daniel F. Ross
Peter T. Roth
Mike & Vina Ryan
William A. SchauLer
Carl Schneider
Charles D. Scott
Shannon Family Charitable

Foundation
William W. Shelden
Shepard's Forestry Ent Inc.
Tom Sheppard
David ShiLett
Kenneth C. Sink Family
Todd Sloggett
Jim Smith

Kevin T. Smith
Snow Country Contracting
Marc Somers
Justin Somsel
Andrew Spence
Ralph Stein
Robert Steiner
Mark Stephens
Phil Stott
Bill Stouten
omas Swaninger
Ed Swisher, MD
Jack Swope
Chandler & Lynn Symons III
Ron G. Tankka
Jeff Taylor
Robert M. Taylor
Jeffrey A. Tibbits
Douglas C. Toppin
Traverse City Prod./Traverse City
Traverse City Prod./ Williamsburg
Valley Animal Clinic 

Of Auburn
Wayne E. Vander Kolk
Aaron L. VanderWall
Bruce A. Visniski
Larry Visser
Matthew R. Ward
Ronnie M. Watson
Rod Weirauch
Wentworth Builders, Inc.
Jack E. Williams
James F. Wynn

mmiinnnneessoottaa
1st State Bank Of Bigfork
Abstract Service Co.
Accredited Investor  

Services, Inc.
Advantage Marketing
Aitkin Body Shop
Aitkin Motor Co
Aitkin Sewer & Excavating
Alan Fish Law Office
American Bank 

Of e North
Ameriprise Financial Services
Brad Anderson
Jon Anderson
Richard A. Anderson
Anderson Glass Co.
Anderson Ophoven &  

Stauffer
Appraisal Associates NC Inc
Architecture Advantage
Arrow Brake Target
Arrowhead Animal Clinic
Arrowhead Atv Club
Backus Corner Store
Steve Baker
Chris Bandy
Bank Forward
Milo Barclay

Kenneth E. Bauer
Bayer Built
Dennis Bealka
Bemidji Veterinary  

Hospital Inc
Big Pine Builders
Barry R. Bissonett
Michael Blassey
Chuck Blohm
Blue Water Outdoors
Boise Cascade
Timothy C. Bonner, MD
Border Broadcasting KQ92
Bowen's Lodge Inc.
Chuck Brandes
Michael & Sharon Brown
e Burger Family
Burggraf's Ace Hardware
Michael & Kathleen Burton
C & L Distributing
C & N Construction
Caribon Cabon Service
Jim & Ryan Cass
Castaway's Resort
Jill Castilla
Cedarbend Farms
Cherry Gun Shop
James Christoffel
City Of Roseau Liquor Store
Coates Plaza Hotel
Coca-Cola
Coca-Cola Bottling Co.
Donald Collins
Colosimo,Patchin,Kearney &
Brunfelt Ltd
Commercial Refrigeration
Community Pride Bank
William M. Cook
Cook County News Herald
Rick & Zoe Corneliusen
CTL Investments
Cummings Transport
D & G Cleaning Services, Inc.
D. L. Seamless
Richard L. Dahl
Daily Journal - North  

Star Publish.
Devron Dame
Paul Danahy
Dave Paulson Construction
John Delinsky
Dick Distributing Company
Dimich, Swanson &  

Sterle Law Office
Donald & Nancy Doll
Mark Dorn CPA
James & Joann Dornhecker
Dottenwhy & Associates
Dougs Supermarket, Inc.
Dragovich Drywall
Duffney Restoration
Duluth Tire & Oil, Inc.

RGS ANNUAL SPONSORS 2009* -- Continued



List As of December 31, 2009

2009 Report to Sponsors

Page 10

Eaglemaster, Inc
ECCO Water
Joel A. Elftmann
Elich Taxidermy
Ely Winton Rod & Gun Club
Brett Erdmann
Larry & Marcia Erickson
Erickson Logging & Gravel
Erickson's Itasca Lumber
Tom Etienne
Federal Cartridge
Harlan Fierstine
First National Bank  

Of Bemidji
Paul Fischer
Five Seasons Sports
Gary Fox
Frame Up
Franklin Outdoor Advertising
Frank's Taxidermy
Anthony Gabrio
Glenmore Resort
Glen's Army & Navy  

Store, Inc.
Globe Drug &  

Medical Equipment
James Govednik
Jon Grad
Grand Portage Lodge  

& Casino
Grand Rapids State Agency
Grand Rapids Vet Clinic
Granite City Real Estate
Granite City Tool Co.
Green Mill Restaurant
Andy M. Gross
Robert L. Grussendorf
Johan Gumaelius
John Haesler
Josh Hagemeister
Tony Halek
Jeff Halter
Mitch Harstad
Beil & Bea Hawley
Heatmor, Inc.
Dennis Hedin
Hugh D. Heinecke CPA
Heisel Brothers, Inc.
Roderick J. Heneman
Robert Hildebrandt
Holiday Inn Of Duluth
Holiday Inn Of  

International Falls
Bert Hollinshead
Gary Holm
Hoover Construction
Horner Plumbing
Hosted Hunts/ 

Outdoor Connection
Richard & Judi Huempfner
Husky Spring Company
Hyytinen Hardware.

ID Real Estate
Insurance By Lundgren
Intercept Industries
Dana J. Isaacson
Isanti Co. Sportsman's Club
Itasca County Abstract
J. Roessler & Company
D. Wayne Jacobson III
J-Berd Mechanical

Contractors, Inc.
Lee Jess
Dave Johnson
Sam & Peg Johnson
Johnson McCann BeneKts, LLC
Joynes Dept. & Ben

Franklin Store
JT Electric Services, Inc.
Galen Kabe
Donald G. Kaddatz
Scott Kahan
Hans & Kristen Kaldahl
Keller Fence Co.
Ken K. ompson Jewelry
KGHS - KSDM Radio
Tom & Jane Kingston
KJ 102 Radio
omas D. Klingelhofer
Jim Koehler
KOZY - KMFY Radio
Curtiss L. R. Krantz
Kue Contractors, Inc.
Kuepers, Inc.
David Kufahl
Paul A. Kuiken, MD
Wayne Kuitunen
Carl Kurtz
L & M Supply Co.
Lake State Federal  

Credit Union
Lake View Inn
Lakeland Electric Inc.
Lakewood Park & Sales Inc.
Travis M. LaMar
Jerry Lamon
e Landing
Landmark Community Bank
Greg Landrus
Larson Allen
Leonard, Street & Deinard
Gary & Betsy Loop
Lucachick Architecture, Inc.
Lumber One Of Avon
Jim Lundgren
Ted Nelson Lundrigan
Gary Lyall
Terry L. Lydell
M & S Exteriors
M & M Masonry
Harry Machesky
Maciej Art & Frame
Madden's Dutch Room
Dan B. Mahle

Jason M. Mahle
Dirk Marvin
Jake Marvin
Marvin Home Center
Jan Mattson
McDonald's Of Virginia
Stuart McIntosh
Metal Sales Manufacturing
Miller Architects & Builders
Miller Auto Plaza
Minnco Credit Union
MN Forest Legacy  

Partnership- e Nature  
Conservancy

MN Iron Range  
Retrievers Club

MN Wanner Co.
Norm Moody
Chan Moon
Jack J. Muhar
Robin Naplin
Bob Naylor
Ronald & Joan Nelson
James Ness
Scott Nordeen
Norri Distributing Co. Inc.
North Country Convenience
North Country  

Custom Builder
North Country  

Custom Builders
Northern Air Plumbing  

& Heating
Northern Lumber
Northern State Bank  

Of Virginia
Northern State Bank  

Of Virginia
Northwoods Construction
Dwaine (Butch) Ogden
Ogle's Marketplace Foods
O'Hara Law Firm
Olde Towne Galleries  

Village Mall
Larry D. Olson
Philip W. Ordway
e Other Place
e Outdoorsman's Headquarters
Darrel Palmer
Pan O'Gold Baking
Paul Bunyan Telephone
Bill Peltier
omas R. Peltier
Pepsico
Perpich Tv & Music, Inc.
Tony L. Peterson
Pheasant Ridge
Richard P. Piepgras
Brian Pierce
Ward & Laura Pierson
Pine Inn
Pine Insurance Agency

Pine River State Bank
Pine Shadows Kennel
Plaza Park Bank
Podpeskar Insurance  

Agency, Inc.
Pohaki Lumber
Potlatch Corp. Of Duluth
Greg Proper
Prudential Lakes Realty
Michele Putnam
Quality Cutting & Coring
R & R Arms
Gary Radloff
Randy's Cabinets & Woodwork
Range Disposal Service
Rapids Body Shop
Rapids Plumbing &  

Heating, Inc.
Kevin & Trudy Rautio
Ray's Sport & Marine
Rca Real Estate
Red Men Club, Inc.
Reed Drug, Inc.
Rice Creek Hunting &  

Rec., Inc.
Micah Ricke
Riverside Bait & Tackle
Riverside Real Estate
Rocket Liquors
Michael & Lynn Rodeghiero
Al & Linnea Roos
Jim Ross
Gary Roth
Rowe Funeral Home
Jerry Ruuhela
Ryan-Kasner-Ryan
David Saethre
Bart D. Salisbury
Sammy's Pizza
Sand Pine Pheasants
Sathre Title & Abstract, Inc.
e Sawmill Saloon  

& Restaurant
Sawtooth Chiropractic
Sawyer Timber
Carolyn Schiltz
Jon A. Schmoeckel
Richard C. Schmoker
Dan Schutt
Security State Bank /

Grand Marais
Security State Bank

& Agency / Aiken
Security State Bank  

Of Warroad
Jeremy Sisler
Sjoberg's Cable 
Skadberg Masonry
Randy A. Slette
Amy Slettom
Victor H. Smith
Snet's Welding & Fabrication
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Greg Solberg
Jason Spaeth
Jim Heim & Ken Spanier
Spectacular Events
Kit Spenningsby
Sportsman's Taxidermy  

Studio
Springsteel Resort
St. Croix Valley Brittany Club
William Stein DDS
Steve E. Stoskopf, Inc.
Jack Stone
Stone-Oak Pointers
Streiff Sporting Goods
Cy W. Struss
Sunny Hill Distributing, Inc.
Super One Foods
Surgical Solutions
Russ Sutherland
Tak Yee, Inc.
James Tehennepe
Steven C. Teng
oele Dental Laboratory
Todd ompson
ompson Snyder Drug
Timberline Lodge
Tim's Auto
Tri-County Abstract
Tri-Tec Of Minnesota Inc.
Trustar Federal Credit Union
U. S. Bank Of St. Cloud
Udovich Guide Service
Stephen Upgren
US Heavy Equipment Broker
V.P. Septic
Jim Vanlokeren
Vermilion Range Construction
Vermillion Lumber
Virginia Surplus Store
Steve & Pat Voskika
Voyageur Lumber
James Walden
Randy F. Wallake
Michael J. Wander
Warroad Estates Marina
Waschke Family GM Center
Scott Waterhouse
R. C. Weidner
Weisinger Construction
Wellson Group
Peter A. Welshons
Andrew Wheeler
White Knight Limousine
Nicholas Wilcox
Wild Willy Walleye  

Guide Service
Steve Wilds
Wings North
omas Witty
Jim Zupanich, Jr.

mmiissssoouurrii
Arneson Construction

Stanley B. Austin
Bernie Bahr
Bay-Hermann-Berger Bank
Curt Boggs
J. Patrick Chassaing
D.C. Sporting Goods
Ken & Mary Day
Stan & Mary Domijan
Doug Eisenbath Family
Bobby Enkvetchakul, MD
Field Of Dream Pointers
Sam Frink
Grabel, Schnieders, Hollman  

& Co., CPA, PC
W. J. Haag
Heberle Packing Company
Gordon Heck
K.E.E. Forestry & Wildlife
Robert C. Kenny
Steve Kenny
Steve Kersting
Lewis-Bade Inc.
Duane Mayer
Scot Mikols
Mueller Prost PC
Occupational Health  

Testing, Inc.
Paragon Painting Co. Of Mo.
Rhineland M.F.A. Co-Op
Sharp's Corner Tavern
Southwest Bank
St. Francis Veterinary Service
Stone Hill
Stone Hill Winery
Joe A. Strothmann
TPI Software
Trail Side Bar & Grill
Tri-County Trucking
Robert F. Wilson
Robyn Younger

mmoonnttaannaa
Mike Gilliland
John D. Hartwick
Helen Vandyke & Brian King

nneebbrraasskkaa
Stuart Inv. Co.

nneeww  hhaammppsshhiirree
Stephen J. Lavallee
Lopstick Lodge & Cabins
David E. Michno
Philip D. Warren

nneeww  jjeerrsseeyy
Buttonwood Game Preserve
Geoffery Ferrer
Jorge Matos
Sam Milone
Joel Penkala
John Regan
Jon Sendzik
Ralph E. Shotwell

Shotwell Excavating
John Simonse, Jr.
Warren D. Wells
Alan P. Westra

nneeww  yyoorrkk
Aberle Eye Care
Louis B. Adams, Jr.
Adventure Guide Service
Robert R. Andrews
Jim Barbieri
Walter J. Booth
Brook's House Of Bar-B-Q
Michael J. Bryniarski
Robert E. Chambers
Jennifer Clark
Daniel J. Cleveland
Charles Coakley
Mike K. Covert
Russ Cuatt
Bryan Eastman
Brian Enders
Steve Fazekas
Jeff Foley
Brian Foster
Scott A. Gordon
David L. Hall, Jr.
William E. Hartman
omas Haskell
James Hicks
Daniel Holliman
George R. Irwin
J. J. Log & Lumber Corp
Chris Keller
Joseph F. Kilbury
David Kimpel
Kim Kinsman
Alexander Kollmar
Kathy Kos
Kuritzky Glass Co., Inc.
Edward M. Laury
Jim MacDuff
Henry F. Malarkey IV
Anthony Monteleone
John Mroczka
James O'Brien
John Partenza
John A. Patane
Jeff Phelan
Paul Phillips, MD
John E. Pipas, MD
R. Randolph Rall
Barlow Rhodes
John Riccio
Dean Robinson
Earl Robinson
Stephen C. Roe
Dominic J. Romeo
Joseph M. Talcik
Gary Taylor
James omas
Gerrit Tichelaar
Kenneth James Turano

Mike Walter
Norman L. Webber III
Robert C. Williams
Woodcutters Headquarters

nnoorrtthh  ccaarroolliinnaa
e Associates At Shelhalla
B & B Hydroseeding, Inc.
A. C. Barefoot
Robert Bell
Carolina Farm Credit
Clay Carroll
Ernie Cline
Jerry Cody
Cooper's Trading, Inc.
Cecil Edmonds
P. Lee Guthrie
Hominy Valley Wildlife
Sportsmans Club
Hunter Banks Co.
Marty Hydaker
Jeff & Susan Johnson
KBK Inc.
Don Mallicoat
Mc Kinney Welding Supplies, Inc.
Reginald E. Moody Sr.
Dale Pennell
Edward Richardson
J. Douglas Saunders
Edwin Shuford
Albert L. Sneed, Jr.
Southeast Woodland Services
George and Sharon A. Taylor III
Valwood Corporation
Richard Watts
Samuel H. Wiest, MD

nnoorrtthh  ddaakkoottaa
Bob Rock Electric
Coca-Cola
Jeffrey Williams

oohhiioo
Gerry G. Addison
Aftermath Inc
Joe Allen
Architectural Lighting
Peter M. Armstrong
John T. Baker
Clarence J. Bittner
John Bowles
Glen Brick
Mick Brown
Rick & Faith Bryan IV
John F. Calder
Terry Ciechomski
Peter Cielenski
Curtis J. Cook
Costine Law Firm
Davenport Mini Ranch
Mark M. Driver
Fasanental Kennels
Ryan Frank
Warren R. Gase DDS
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Geraci Fine Jewelry
Haven Kennels
Peter & Kelli Heins
Carl F. Hilker, Jr.
F. Robert Hugenberg
Michael T. Hummel Family
Iams
David E. Izor
Johnstown Comm.

Sportsmen's Club
Russ & Rachel Kelley
omas J. Kuechly
Louis F. Kutys II
Legg Mason, Inc.
Jon Little
Mario Livojevic
Jay Lutey
Mueller RooKng Distributors
Robert A. Newman, Jr.
Richard D. Oliver
Steve J. Pacella
Fred T. Petzold
Dean Pond
Ronald Preston
R. C. Mileham & Associates
Randal L. Gallagher Memorials
James S. Reid, Jr.
Jeff J. Rhinock
Scott G. Ruby
Jeff H. Russell
Jim Savage
Terry Saylor
Henry L. Schulhoff
Shelly & Sands, Inc.
Silver Solutions
St. Clairsville Eagles #2541
Strimbu Trucking Inc.
Superior Hardwoods Of Ohio
David H. Todd
Toothman Funeral Homes, Inc.
David W. Traut
True Sportsman's Club
Utter Trucking
Alex Vargo, Jr.
Gerard Viens
Wild Turkey

ookkllaahhoommaa
Champlin Firearms, Inc.

oorreeggoonn
David Fuller

ppeennnnssyyllVVaanniiaa
All State Insurance
Allegheny Chapter Safari

Club International
American Bridge Co
American Clean Energy Systems
Ampac Seed Co
Appalachian Forest Consultants
Douglas B. Atkinson
Atlantic Eastern Electrical Inc.
B & T Tires

Richard C. Beard
Richard P. Beard
Bedford County Beverage Co.
Bickel's Surplus
Bickel's Surplus
William Biddle
Stephen Biello
Joseph E. Blackburn
Blackhorse Auto Body
Blair Mill Outlet
Luke Bollinger, Jr.
Carl W. Borntraeger
Arthur R. Borrell
Glenn L. Bowers
William G. Braund
Brenckles Farms & Greenhouses
omas R. Brougham
Gregory M. Bump
J. Conrad Bures, MD
Rodney W. Burkert
Ron & Amy Burkert
Carl L. Campbell
James (Jay) D. Carmichael
Bryan A. Carper
Shawn F. Cassell
Ernest J. Castello
John C. Cave
Ce PA Dent
CED/Mosebach Electric Supply
James P. Celebrezze
Lee Cessna
Charles Machine, Inc.
Checks & Balances
Chemsteel Construction Co.
Rodney Chiodo
Chl Development Corp.
Jan Christen Family
Jim Chuss
Robert B. Coleman
Consol Energy
Continental Design &

Management Group
Cove Creek OutKtters
Creek Side Farm
Annabelle Creveling
John J. Culkin, Jr.
Alan Davis
Jeff J. Davis
Deerskin Leather
Delaware Mngt. Holdings
Danny &Tamara Deloretta
Developments Inc
James L. Dickey
Robert A. Digel, Jr.
Dennis Dinino
Dobber Auto Supply
Scott Duffin
Easley & Rivers
John H. Edmiston
Elizabeth Carbide Components
Paul A. Engel
Everett VFW Post 2088

Richard A. Faller
James Farrell
Harold Ficke
Richard Filippi
Francis W. Finley, Jr.
Fire Bird Wingshooting
Flowers On Vine
Dennis Fredericks
William Freeman
George Fritz
Frontiers
Michael Funovits
David L. Galbreath
David Gehman
Dale W. Gericke
Mark & Tammi Gibson
Marc R. Gignac & Gina Rooker
Jeff Gilliland
Scott A. Gongaware
Ronald Gouger
Ernie E. Grochalski
Randy Grossman Family
Guardian Electrical Contractors
John E. Guilinger
Emerson Gundy
Ernest A. Hahn
Rodney E. Heininger Family
Helsel Hardware
David R. Henry
Terry Hershberger
Hess & Marino, CPA
Curtis Hill & Pat Harner
Russ Hilton
Mike Hosmer
Clifford N. Howard
James Hughes
Hughes Sales & Service
Jack Huntzinger
Charles M. Hutchko
Imler's Poultry
International Direct Response, Inc.
J. W. Fey Steel Fab Co.
James R. Kukurin Associates, Inc.
James R. Jones
Juniata Hotel
John Kadilak
Keywell LLC
Robert Kirkby & Nicole Roy
Trygve Kleppinger
Steve D. Knezovich
George B. Knoll, Jr.
Tom Kolongowski
Walter A. Kuzemchock
Scott Ladner
Don Lampus
G. omas Lang
Kirk Leister
Lennon,Smith,Souleret

Engineering, Inc.
Lion Country Supply
Russell L. Lucas
Paul Lumia

Tom Lyons
Lytle's Transfer & Storage, Inc.
M & T Bank
Mahoning Valley Milling Co., Inc.
Sandee Male
Mark M. Malicki, MD
Raymond J. Malicki
Maloney Tool & Mold, Inc.
Rip Maxwell
Mc Coy's Lawn & Garden
Eric S. McClellan
Patrick McGoldrick
Misty Pines Dog Park Co.
C. Edward S. Mitchell
Jack W. Montgomery
Mosaic Consulting LLC
Michael L. Mulvihill
John J. Murray, Jr.
James E. Nevels
omas E. Noble
Ron P. Nott
Oak Hollow Outdoors Inc. And
Bad Boy Buggies
Paul K. Ober
Rick Ober
Eugene Orlando, Jr.
John Ostlund
Alex Papp
Paragon Packaging Products, Inc.
Pennsylvania Brine Treatment
Jeff  Perdue
Gregory L. Peters
Jay A. Pitassi
Pittsburgh Equipment Co, Inc.
Kenneth H. Popko
Pro Copy, Inc.
Gerald W. Putt
James Pyle
Kent M. Quinter
Stephen V. Riddell
Paul A. Rockar, Jr.
Roofner-Collins Funeral Home
Lisa & Sergio Rossi
Douglas D. Royer Family
Richard Rush
Mark Sabina
James Sadler
Eric Schall Family
Ralph C. Scherder, Jr.
Phyllis Shaffer Family
Timothy Sherick
Richard L. Shuman
William L. Sipple, Jr.
Brian Smith
Smith Gun Works
omas J. Sniscak
Gordon E. Snyder, Jr.
William E. Sordoni
Max Soresen
Larry Souleret
George Spellman
State Farm Insurance
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Joe Stead
Stevens Engineers and

Constructors, Inc.
Stevens Painton Corp. / Renfrew
Stevens Painton Corp. / Sewickley
Stonycreek Shooting Center
Richard L. Stroup
Scott Sunderland
Jeff & Laura Superak
David R. Suranski
Paul & Susie Sutter, Jr.
David L. Swartz
Joseph J. Switala, Jr.
Tech Sheet Metal, Inc.
Trophy Mountain
Unity Printing Company, Inc.
Veronesi Bldg &  

Remodeling, Inc.
Veterinary Medical Center
Viking Erectors Corp.
Vist Financial
W.R. Casteel Company
Judd A. Wagner
Warriors Mark  

Wingshooting Lodge
Michael Watson
Robert Weidner
Dale C. Weisenstein
Tim Wentz
Gary L. Wert
David J. Whitlatch
Robert Whitman
Chris Wiesner
Stephen E. Wilkinson Family
Samuel K. Williamson III
Wilson Lumber &  

Building Materials
Dan Wingerter, Jr.
Jeff Witmer Family
Wilbur E. Wolf, Jr.
Jack Wolfgang
Yates Electric
Chris P. Yeager
Alan & Lori Yerger
Harold Yerger
Robert Zedaker
Joseph P. Zeitler Sr.
Hi-Grade Shooters Supply

rrhhooddee  iissllaanndd
Robert T. Bolton
Enterville Farm &  

Kennel, Inc.
John J. Kupa, Jr.
Edward J. McGovern
Joe Palombo
William P. Smith
Phillip W. Woody

ssoouutthh  ccaarroolliinnaa
Walt Boomer
William C. Griffin III
U.S. Trust

G. Herman Walker III

tteennnneesssseeee
Applied Industrial Technologies
Rick Brantley
Joseph M. Googe
Norman Hughes &  

Gladys Stooksbury
Donnie R. Hutcheson
International Paper
Ken Ives
Larry McCracken
Roger Millwood
C. Grant Murray
Les Nation
Pat Finder Kennels
Remco Electric
B. G. (Chip) Young

tteeXXaass
Keith Ferguson
Robert McDonald
Peterson Beckner Industries

uuttaahh
James Cooke

VVeerrmmoonntt
Jim Baird
Michael Benoit
Larry Dupont
Dave C. Furman
Patrick M. Gavin
Dennis Havey
Christina Incerpi &  

Randy Bean
Rick F. Irick
Eric Jacobsen
Douglas Kenyon
Nicholas Kenyon
Ronald Klein
Wayne A. Laroche
Michael Lavallee
John McCabe
Michael Morgan
Northern Vermont  

Oral Surgery
Greg & Danielle Pajala
Peck Electric
Jay & Crystal Pierce
Spencer B. Potter
Lawrence Pyne
Henry E. Rackliff
Charles L. Scott II
Greg S. Simoneau
Sergio Tognelli
Bruce Tuck
Mark Vaillancourt

VViirrggiinniiaa
Alpha Natural Resources
Appalachian Forestry Services
Hunt B. Asbury
Calvin Eddie Back

William B. Blakey, Jr.
Donald G. Blankenship
Kenneth Bowman
John C. Cabell
Clay G. Coleman III
Community Bank
R. Reynolds Cowles, Jr.
Scott Decker
Dudley Electric
Harlin C. Edwards
William J. Elliott IV
Enviromental  

Monitoring Inc.
Jeremiah Finks
Kenneth W. Friberg
Richard L. Friberg
John P. Gammill
Michael A. Giles
Green Valley  

Hunter's Paradise
omas D. Griffin
Steve Grover
Brandon S. Harper
William D. Heatwole
John Hendrix
John L. Hickman
Ronald E. Holsinger
Houff Transfer, Inc.
Miles Cary Johnston, Jr.
Charles E. Kent
L. E. Wood Equipment  

Co., Inc.
Ralph E. Main, Jr.
Richard MansKeld DDS
MeadWestvaco Corp
Jerry Meeks
Mountain Forest Products
Mrs. Rowe's Restaurant
Harold U. Nash
Neff Enterprises
Greg Oakley
Larry Oder
Pepsi-Cola Bottling Co. Inc.
Eric Pool
Gary Quillen
Brad Rhodenizer
Adam M. Richards
Runion's Hunting & Fishing
Paul G. Saunier
Shenandoah Internal  

Medicine
Shenandoah Stone
James W. Shortt Esq.
Smith Paving
Gary & Joyce Spiers
Summit Engineering Inc.
omas Trentman
U. S. Joiner
M. Gregory Weaver
Jill Webb
Wells Fargo Advisors
Kenny & Jill Wilkinson

Charles S. Yates

wwaasshhiinnggttoonn
Clements General Construction /

K. Clements
Clements General Construction /

L. Clements
Doug Forsythe
Lisa Harper
Douglas A. Kuehn
Rod A. McDonald
William L. Neal
Robert Olson
Rod & Val Olson
Potlatch
Mike G. Rutz

wweesstt  VViirrggiinniiaa
Briar Patch Farm
Chesapeake Energy
Columbia Forest Products
Joe Defaizo Family
Eastern American  

Energy Corp.
Dixie Edmond
Matthew J. Edwards
William Hagedorn
Michael Harmon, MD
K & K Bit Co
John W. Kee
James Lemons
Local 1024 Carpenters &
Millwrights
Joseph Mackowiak
Daniel & Kathy Moore  

Family
Chris Neal
Park Center Sporting Goods
Harold L. Pickens
Plum Creek Timber Co
Radabaugh Environmental  

Services
REA Appraisals
Riggs Realty
Jack Rossi
Cyndi Spencer
Stalnaker Energy Corp.
Stoney Brooke Plantation
Sunny D Kennels
Gary Swingle
Mike Triplett
United Country Adrian Properties

WV, LLC
Wagner Medical
John C. Westfall DDS

wwiissccoonnssiinn
20th Century Arms
William J. Abrahamson  

Family
Action Floor Systems
Craig J. Ader
omas Aidich
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American Mini-Storage
Neil Anderson
Anonymous
Anonymous
Aurora Borealis OutKtters
Donald R. Bachleitner
Reid C. Badeau
Robert J. Baker
David & Rachel Bartz
Robert Bealka
William D. Becker OD
BeneKt Design Assn.
Bill Bennett
John Bennett
Donald R. Betthauser
Brian & Chris Biedermann
Biomet-Stephan Assn. Inc.
Robert Blersch
Randy Bohon
Bothum Automotive
Braun Concrete
Breed Sportsman's Club
Brown County  

Sportsman Club
omas Buening
Bull's Eye Sport Shop
BVK, Inc.
e Cabin At Connors Lake
Timothy Callahan
Camp 36
Can-Am Kennels
David D. Carl
Catura's Martial Arts
Central Mechanical Systems
Central Wisconsin  

Anesthesia Assoc.
Chain O' Lakes Cyclery
John E. Charewicz
Patrick D. Cherney
Clover Safe Stride
Community First Bank
Conway True Value Hardware
Andrew E. Cook II
T. Steve Cooper
Crandon Off-Road Raceway
omas P. Crist
Custom Heating & Cooling
Dan's Feed Bin
Jerry Dassler
Larry Dassler
Dawg Tired
Richard & Carol Degroot
Denny Dillenburg
Double M Chiropractic
David Drury
Dunn County Fish &  

Game Association
E.O. Johnson, Co.
Eagle Deer Preserve
Eau Claire Rod & Gun Club
Matthew Erlandson
Faith Technologies

Victor S. Falk III
Figi's Inc.
First Weber Group
Flambeau Forest Inn  

OutKtters
e Fly Fishers
Collin & Cole Fouts
Fox Ridge Game Farm
Franklin Templeton Funds
Norlyn Freese
Gander Mountain
Grainger
Stephan Grams
Grand Avenue Furniture
Greater Northern Corp
Joe Gronlund
Paul Hagemann DDS
Trentan Hake
John Hasler
Jim E. Henrich
Hess Engineering, Inc.
Larry & Lisa Hilgart
Holm's Riveredge  

Golf Course
Henry G. Horneck
Gerard Hruska
Ides Guides
Insource, Inc.
Robert J. Jaeger
Peter Janssen
Jack C. Jarvis
David Johnson
Greg & Michelle Johnson
Ellis Jordan
K.L.P. Logging
Jerry Karbon
Ken Winkelman Insurance  

Agency
Jamie F. Kieckhefer, Jr.
Robert A. Kieckhefer
Brian Klein
Brian D. Klockow
Joe Korte
David D. Krommenacker
Randy J. Kruzicki
David W. Kuehn
Jamie Kuhn
William J. Kunde
David R. Leitner
Dave Lenz
Liberty Bell Chalet
William Liegel
Morris A. Link
George A. Lyall
M & I Bank / Eagle River
M & I Bank / MarshKeld
MarshKeld Savings Bank
Jim & Marlys Martelle
Mawicke & Goisman, S.C.
Allyson & Gary Mayeux
John D. McKenzie
Pat McLaughlin

Robert W. Meddaugh DDS
Jim T. Merklein
James Michna
Midwest Stihl, Inc.
e Milkman, LLC
Milwaukee Bearing
Moore Housing
William Morris
Murphy Oil USA
Nelson-Feller Tennis Camp
Paul Newton
Nicolet Hardwoods Corp
Tom F. Nikolai
Northside Pet Hospital
Northwoods Sporting Goods
Northwoods Supper Club
Andy Olander
Otto Photography
Palmquist's Farm
Stephen Patoka, Jr.
Patrick Golat Construction
Peoples Bank Of Wisconsin
Peoples State Bank
Pete Kueber Trucking
Plum Creek Timber
Power Pac, Inc.
Predator Trail Cams
Alan J. Preder
Premium Brands
Mark A. Prochazka
Quality Appraisals
Rasmussen Arms
Michael J. Riggle
Glen W. Ringwall
River Valley Bank
Riverside Farms
Rock Paint Distributing Corp.
e Rose Garden
Mike Roshar
Bob Ross
Ross's Sport Shop &  

Guide Service
James Rusch
Richard Rusch, MD
Stephen Sash
Dave Schlitz
Bob F. Schmitt
Galen Schoepke
Todd G. Schoepke
Mark Schroeder &  

Mary Morgan
James E. Schuettpelz
Schuster-Campman Abstract  

Title Co.
David A. Schwabe
Michael Schwabe
Sebold Appraisal Co.
Seed N Feed
Sentry Insurance
Paul E. Seul
Jim & Kathy Shurts
Myron Sippl

Sir Speedy Printing
Mowry Smith III
Sniteman Pharmacy
Snowgoose Inc. &  

Dairy Queen
Jim  Soukup
David P. Spang
Sporting Dog Portraits
Spring Harbor Animal  

Hospital
SRRC Services
Ronald & Dona Stegeman
Jeff Stepanek DVM
William & Mary Stevens
Stevens Point Country Club
Ron H. Stodola
Story Creek, Inc.
Summers North
Superior Beverages Ltd
Superior Shooters Supply
Scott A. Swid
Tailfeathers Lane
James & Rose Teal
John & Donna enell
Gerald iede
Edward D. Tobias
Tom Dailing Design
Ken & Mary Jo Tuckwell
V & H, Inc.
Van Ert Electric
Frank Vazquez
Virchow, Krause, & Co, LLP
Douglas Wadsworth
Brad A. Wagner
Tim Wendt
Whispering Pines Kennel
Whitetails Unlimited  

Of MarshKeld
Richard Whiting
Roger & Christine Whitton
Wickersham Jewelry, Inc.
Wildlife Hunt Club
Wing Haven Kennels
Wissota Sand & Gravel
William A. Woehrmann
Wuethrich Foundation
David A. Zak
Gary & Olivia Zimmer
David W. Ziolkowski
Karl J. Zore
Travis E. Zydzik
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New Regional Directors
The Ruffed Grouse

Society recently added
David “Swede”
Johnson to staff.
Johnson is new regional
director for Wisconsin;
the western Upper
Peninsula of Michigan,
the Twin Cities,
Minnesota, Iowa; and
Illinois. 

“RGS’ mission - to
create grouse and
woodcock habitat - is
crucial to the future of

upland hunting. I’m looking forward to working with
chapters to grow existing banquets, in order to better
aid RGS in this endeavor,” Johnson commented. 

Tripp Way is the
New England area RGS
Regional Director. He
graduated from
Wittenberg University
in 2003 with a BA in
English literature, but
his love of grouse and
woodcock hunting
introduced him to the
Ruffed Grouse Society –
and he learned about
the organization’s
comprehensive habitat
restoration programs.

Way enjoys studying ruffed grouse and keeps
extensive statistics which he reports to the Loyal Order
of Dedicated Grouse Hunters. His true passion is the
outdoors, and he enjoys working with his 2 ½ year old
German wirehaired pointer, Duke in the field. 

Increasing membership and chapter participation
while maintaining focus on the true matter – grouse,
woodcock and the conservation of all species dependant
on young forests for survival – top the list of Way’s
goals.

Bruce Wojcik joined the Ruffed
Grouse Society regional directors
late in 2009. He will be responsible
for Michigan and Northern
Indiana. “I have the utmost respect
and appreciation for volunteers,
and I am most excited and anxious
to team up with Michigan RGS
volunteers to make things happen
across our great state,” he said.

Headquarters
Dr. Michael Zagata’s title was changed from

Executive Director & CEO to President & CEO of the
Ruffed Grouse Society.

Board of Directors
Gaylen J. Byker assumed the role of Chairman of the

Board.

RGS Personnel Updates

The winner of the 2009 poster contest was
Lucy Whitmer of Spring Mills, Pennsylvania.
Lucy is 7 years old and spends a lot of her
time outdoors. The poster topic was “Show
some of your favorite outdoor activities,” and
we were impressed by the number of different
activities included on Lucy’s poster. It
included bike riding, picnicking, kayaking
and horseback riding. For winning first place,
Lucy won a pair of Steiner binoculars and an
RGS junior membership. 

This year’s winning essay was written by 13-year-old James Krantz from Chanhassen,
Minnesota. The topic was “What person has taught you the most about the outdoors?” and
James won a Tri-Star Youth Model 20-gauge shotgun along with an RGS membership for his
response. 

James’ essay moved us because it’s clear from his words how much he appreciates nature.
His father has taught him how to enjoy the great outdoors, while being safe and responsible.

His essay and Lucy’s poster appeared in the Ruffed Grouse Society Magazine, Fall 2009,
pages 24 and 25. 

2nd Annual RGS 2009 Junior Essay and Poster Contest Results Announced

Lucy Whitmer 

James Krantz 



In 2009 the Ruffed Grouse Society of Canada put a
new Canadian board of directors in place. The
formation of the board was a new beginning for RGS
Canada and a step towards the goal of the whole
organization working together as one large entity.

The six new directors come from three areas of the
country where RGS is present and bring different skills. 

Jean Brisset des Nos
Quebec City
The present chairman of the

Quebec City chapter, Jean Brisset
des Nos has been a part of the
chapter the past 11 years. He has
been chairman the past six years.

He has been an advocate of
forming a national board of
directors for RGS Canada with
representation from the Maritimes,
Quebec and Ontario. Brisset des

Nos wanted to be part of such a board when it got off
the ground. His goal is to see RGS grow in Quebec.

John Brown
Fredericton, New Brunswick

John Brown has been a member
of the Fredericton chapter
committee for five years. He was
attracted to it a unique way. “I’m
drawn to association with things
that struggle along – like
underdogs,” he said. “I attended
many DU functions and I thought
they were well established. The
first Ruffed Grouse Society
banquet I went to in Fredericton, I think there were 25
people there.”

“Nothing gives me more pleasure than to introduce
new people to this way of life and leisure,” he said.
“Spreading the word about harvesting, preservation and
conservation is a good thing.”

Mike Gillespie
Barrie, Ontario

Mike Gillespie saw joining the
RGS board of directors as a way of
giving back after a lifetime of bird
hunting. Gillespie hopes to raise
RGS’s profile in Canada and get
its message out. “There’s a
perception that old growth forests
are the way to go,” he said.
“Species like grouse and
woodcock need new growth

forest, and the only way people will know that is if we
put the word out, and hopefully in Ontario I can help do
that.”

Jim Gillespie
Quispamsis, New Brunswick

Jim Gillespie is not presently a
member of the Fredericton
committee, but has attended a
number of the RGS dinners in the
New Brunswick capital. He has a
long history as a conservation
volunteer and believes great
things are possible for RGS.

His past conservation
involvement involved his second and third loves, trout
and salmon fishing, respectively. He is also the founding
chairman of the New Brunswick Wildlife Trust Fund,
which is now a $7 million fund, to create wildlife
habitat.

Gillespie sees possibilities for the trust fund to help
RGS. “There is a substantial amount of money available
through the trust fund we haven’t taken advantage of,”
he said. “The amount of habitat has decreased through
building and suburbs growing.”

Dan Mansell
Peterborough, Ontario

Mansell’s association with the
Ruffed Grouse Society of Canada
goes back to the earliest days of
the group in the country. In the
1970s, he was working for the
Ontario Ministry of Natural
Resources in Midhurst and
traveled to the United States to
meet with RGS representatives
there. Following the meeting, he
helped get the first dinner off the ground in Toronto.
“My feeling is the key to all this is habitat and there
needs to be some interest in it by the provincial
agencies,” he said.

Daniel Parent
Quebec City
A grouse

hunter since he
was 10, Parent
has been involved
with the Quebec
City RGS chapter
for the past four
years. When
asked to join the
board of

directors, he jumped at the chance. He has several things
he would like to accomplish. “If we can increase the
(grouse) population and make people aware it’s a good
thing to hunt, then it’s a good start for the kids,” Parent
said. “It’s also a good activity to do as a family.”

RGS Canada – Board of Directors Introduced

2009 Report to Sponsors
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Most woodcock hunters appear satisfied with the
current season and bag limit structure. Seventy percent feel
that the daily bag limit of three birds is about right, and
61% suggest that the length of the season is appropriate.

Although the highest percentage (38%) of respondents
stated that the overall quality of woodcock hunting has
remained about the same over the past 5 years, hunters
who feel it has gotten worse (33%) far outnumber those
who feel it has gotten better (17%). The majority of
woodcock hunters (52%) are hunting about the same
number of days as they were 5 years ago. A significant
percentage of hunters (26%) are hunting less than they
were 5 years ago. Comparatively, a mere 13% of hunters
have increased the number of days they hunt over the last
5 years. This decline in hunter effort could be due to a
perceived decline in hunt quality or the aging of hunters,
or a combination of both factors.

Of those woodcock hunters that expressed an opinion,
44% support the idea of establishing a permit to hunt
woodcock - if the funds generated were used for woodcock
habitat conservation - and 56% are opposed to the permit.
Not surprisingly, hunters who could be considered more
dedicated (those who hunt more days every year or hunt in
more than one state or province) are more likely to support
a permit than casual woodcock hunters. Forty-seven
percent of survey respondents suggest that they would, or
probably would continue to hunt woodcock if required to
purchase a permit in order to do so; 40% said they would
not, or probably would not, continue to hunt woodcock.

This collaborative survey to gain insight into how
woodcock hunters perceive the state of their sport is the
first random, nationwide survey ever conducted. The data
from this survey will be most helpful to natural resource
professionals and policy makers as we move forward with
woodcock conservation into the 21st century.

In early 2008 a small group of passionate woodcock
hunters - many of whom are RGS members - began to
discuss the idea of establishing a mandatory federal permit
or stamp for woodcock hunters to raise funds to support
woodcock habitat conservation projects. Word soon spread
and several bird hunting and sporting dog magazines
pursued the story. Several of these periodicals invited
readers to voice their opinions. Not surprisingly, the vast
majority of readers enthusiastically supported the idea.
RGS covered the story in our Spring 2008 issue, and
likewise encouraged members to weigh in. Again, the
majority of members who responded thought a woodcock
stamp or permit was a fine idea.

The only way to get an accurate picture of opinions held
by all woodcock hunters was to conduct a random survey.
During the 2008-2009 hunting season RGS mailed survey
questionnaires to 2025 randomly selected woodcock
hunters across the country. The survey was designed to
gauge the sentiment regarding a permit or stamp, assess
hunter effort and success, as well as indicate how woodcock
hunters view the current state of their sport.

A complete survey questionnaire and results are printed
in the Summer 2009 issue of RGS, on page 44. held by the
546 hunters who returned a completed survey. The
response rate was 27%, which is on the high-end of what
can be expected from this type of survey. Although a larger
response is always better, this number of survey
participants can provide a reasonable estimate of opinions
held by woodcock hunters across the country. 

Results suggest that a typical woodcock hunter is male,
probably in his 40’s or older, and hunts woodcock primarily
in conjunction with another game animal - often ruffed
grouse. He hunts woodcock up to 10 days every year, and
harvests 10 or fewer woodcock each season. Nineteen
percent of all survey respondents hunt woodcock in more
than one state.

Woodcock Hunter Survey: Weighing in on the Data
by Dan Dessecker, RGS Director of Conservation Policy

RGS and Print of the Year
An Inside Look at the 2009 RGS Centerfold Artist 

Chris Smith is a nature artist currently residing in
Interlochen, Michigan. He was selected to complete
illustrations for the 2009 grouse centerfold in the magazine,
and continued in 2010 to illustration the American
woodcock centerfold. 

He is a graduate of Lake Superior State University in
Sault Sainte Marie, Michigan with a BS in Fisheries and
Wildlife Management. He and his wife, Lani, have two
children, Nathan and Audrey and a yellow Labrador,
Libby. Chris has hunted, fished, and photographed across
North America, adding hands-on experience to his
education in the wildlife sciences. Visit
www.chrissmithart.com for more of his work. 

2010 Sponsor Print of the Year
The RGS 2010 Sponsor Print of the Year is Standing Tall –

Ruffed Grouse by Brian Jarvi of Cohasset, Minnesota.
Standing Tall was featured on the cover of the RGS Spring

2010 issue. The
original painting
will be auctioned
off at the 2010
National Grouse
and Woodcock
Hunt in Grand
Rapids, Minnesota.
Limited edition
prints will be featured at all RGS 2010 banquets. Sponsors
participating in the reward program may also elect to
receive a print of Jarvi’s work.

Jarvi is never at a loss for inspiration. “The tremendous
diversity, the sheer numbers, and often sobering
confrontations of the wildlife have spawned more ideas
than I can ever hope to put on canvas,” he says. To view
more of Jarvi’s artwork, visit www.jarvistudios.com 
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merely as a product of the Bush
Administration, was emphasized by
CEQ Chair Connaughton. “The 10
year action plan that we’re working
on together is not merely a 10 year
plan, it is the foundation for a 100
year outcome. And so as we sprint to
the finish, our finish is the hand off of
the baton to the next administration,
to the next Congress, to the next set of
governors, to the next set of state
officials, to the next set of leaders of
your organizations, one of whom
could well be my son, your
daughter,” Connaughton stated.

Dan Dessecker, Ruffed Grouse
Society Director of Conservation
Policy, chaired the various sessions
across the nation addressing the issue
of Wildlife Habitat Conservation and
drafted the policy paper and resulting
recommendations.

The Sporting Conservation Council
and the other leaders of the wildlife
conservation community will meet
with the Obama Administration early
in its tenure to ensure that the tireless
work of so many in moving sport
hunting forward on the national stage
is not lost in the maze of other
priorities. Ruffed Grouse Society
members, and the interests of those
animals we pursue with such passion
each fall, have been well represented
to date as this historic opportunity
has unfolded – and we aim to keep it
that way… 

National News 
Ruffed Grouse Society Plays Leadership Role in Historic White House Conference

by Dan Dessecker, RGS Director of Conservation Policy

The White House Conference on
North American Wildlife Policy was
held on October 1-3 in Reno, Nevada.
Not since 1908, when President
Theodore Roosevelt convened a
Governor’s Conference on
Conservation, have wildlife
conservation and hunting been
elevated to this level of importance by
the federal government…Over 500
people from across the nation
attended the Conference, including
representatives from RGS Chapters in
Alaska and Massachusetts. Key
officials in attendance included Vice
President Cheney, Department of
Agriculture Secretary Shaeffer,
Department of the Interior Secretary
Kempthorne and Council on
Environmental Quality Chair
Connaughton.

The conference was one result of
Executive Order 13443, which was
signed by President Bush in August,
2007. This Order directs federal
agencies to work in concert with the
Council, state fish and wildlife
agencies and the public to “facilitate
the expansion and enhancement of
hunting opportunities and the
management of game species and
their habitat” in a manner that
respects state authority of resident
wildlife and the property rights of
private landowners…

The next and perhaps most
important step in promoting the goals
of the President’s Executive Order is
the completion of a comprehensive

10-year Recreational Hunting and
Wildlife Conservation Plan. Over the
past 13 months, the White House and
the Council have worked with a
diverse cross-section of federal, state,
local and tribal government officials,
members of Congress and their staffs,
conservation organizations and other
vested interests from the private
sector to identify and assess key
wildlife conservation issues for the
21st Century...

The importance of viewing the
Action Plan as a living document, not

Former Vice President Cheney gives the keynote
address at the White House Conference on North
American Wildlife Policy held this past October
in Reno, Nevada.
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The RUFFED GROUSE SOCIETY is a not-for-proKt entity dedicated to improving the
environment for the ruffed grouse, the American woodcock and many other species of forest
wildlife. e accompanying Knancial statements include the accounts of the Society’s
headquarters operations only and do not include the accounts and operations of the Society’s
various chapters.

e Society is exempt from federal income tax under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal
Revenue Code. Income from certain activities not directly related to the Society’s tax-exempt
purpose, however, is subject to taxation as unrelated business income.

notes pertaining to the ruffed grouse society audit are on 2le at the ruffed grouse
society headquarters.
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**BANQUETS does not include payments
for Regular and sponsor memberships made
via banquets. these payments are included with
all others in the categories “MEMBERSHIPS”
and “SPONSORS.”

**

MEMBERSHIPS
8.0% FOUNDATION 

GRANTS
15.6%

SPECIAL 
FUNDRAISERS

ENDOWMENT
24.8%

SOURCES OF INCOME
(2009)

MEMBERSHIPS
8.0% FOUNDATION 

GRANTS
15.6%

SPONSORS
17.1%

OTHER
10.6%

ADVERTISING
4.5%

MERCHANDISE 
SALES
1.2%

BANQUETS **
18.1%

SPECIAL 
FUNDRAISERS

0.1%

ENDOWMENT
24.8%

SOURCES OF INCOME
(2009)

WHERE YOUR DOLLAR GOES
2009

MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
11.8%

HABITAT PROJECTS MAP

RESEARCH
0.1%

ADVOCACY
0.2%

ADMINISTRATIVE
7.4%

FUNDRAISING
0.5%

WHERE YOUR DOLLAR GOES
2009

MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
11.8%

EXTENSION EDUCATION - COVERTS
0.4%

HABITAT PROJECTS - MAPs
11.4%

RESEARCH
0.1%

ADVOCACY
0.2%

ADMINISTRATIVE
7.4%

FUNDRAISING
0.5%

WHERE YOUR DOLLAR GOES
2009

MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
11.8%

EDUCATION & CHAPTER 
OPERATIONS

68.2%

EXTENSION EDUCATION - COVERTS
0.4%

HABITAT PROJECTS - MAPs
11.4%

RESEARCH
0.1%

ADVOCACY
0.2%

ADMINISTRATIVE
7.4%

FUNDRAISING
0.5%

WHERE YOUR DOLLAR GOES
2009

MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
11.8%

EDUCATION & CHAPTER 
OPERATIONS

68.2%

EXTENSION EDUCATION - COVERTS
0.4%

HABITAT PROJECTS - MAPs
11.4%

RESEARCH
0.1%

ADVOCACY
0.2%

ADMINISTRATIVE
7.4%

FUNDRAISING
0.5%

WHERE YOUR DOLLAR GOES
2009

MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
11.8%

EDUCATION & CHAPTER 
OPERATIONS

68.2%

EXTENSION EDUCATION - COVERTS
0.4%

HABITAT PROJECTS - MAPs
11.4%

RESEARCH
0.1%

ADVOCACY
0.2%

ADMINISTRATIVE
7.4%

FUNDRAISING
0.5%

WHERE YOUR DOLLAR GOES
2009

MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
11.8%

EDUCATION & CHAPTER 
OPERATIONS

68.2%

EXTENSION EDUCATION - COVERTS
0.4%

HABITAT PROJECTS - MAPs
11.4%

RESEARCH
0.1%

ADVOCACY
0.2%

ADMINISTRATIVE
7.4%

FUNDRAISING
0.5%

WHERE YOUR DOLLAR GOES
2009

EXTENSION
EDUCATION -- COVERTS

0.4%



2009 Report to Sponsors

Page 20

RUFFED GROUSE SOCIETY
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

DECEMBER 31, 2009
(With comparative totals for the year ended December 31, 2008)

CURRENT ASSETS 2009 2008
Cash & cash equivalents, temporarily $ 890,560 $ 1,666,210
restricted, designated & undesignated
Short-term investments $ 3,451,671 $ 1,966,563
Accounts receivable $ 139,132 $ 139,354
Pledges receivable $ 1,075,945 $ 1,419,373
Contribution receivable $ 77,830 $ 66,406
Inventory $ 293,000 $ 264,339
Land held for resale $ 193,652 $ 193,652
Property & equipment (net) $ 454,241 $ 245,691
TOTAL ASSETS $ 6,576,031 $ 5,961,588

LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS
CURRENT LIABILITIES
Line of Credit $ 617,019 $ 708,609
Accounts Payable $ 46,465 $ 99,872
Accrued retirement $ 23,662 $ 25,963
Accrued expenses $ 15,583 $ 18,750
Deferred revenue $ 33,933 $ 44,921
Notes payable $ 159,500 $ 79,851
TOTAL LIABILITIES $ 896,162 $ 977,966

NET ASSETS
Unrestricted:
Undesignated (net deficit) $ 820,838 $ 480,505
Designated $ 4,115,522 $ 3,443,317

Temporarily restricted $ 743,509 $ 1,059,800
TOTAL NET ASSETS $ 5,679,869 $ 4,983,622

TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS $ 6,576,031 $ 5,961,588



RUFFED GROUSE SOCIETY
STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES
YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2009

(With comparative totals for the year ended December 31, 2008)
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REVENUES, GAINS & OTHER SUPPORT 2009 2008
Contributions $ 1,471,761 $ 3,512,056
Membership Dues 337,954 382,095
Proceeds from banquets/events 682,873 704,509
Sales of merchandise (net) 41,245 60,294
Advertising income 124,085 143,172
Fundraising 2,582 8,814
Investment income 115,490 90,175
Realized gain (loss) on sale of investments (52,826) (95,772)
Unrealized gain (loss) on investments 599,639 (878,856)
Gain (loss) on disposal of property & equipment (1,337) 3,097
Miscellaneous income 137,218 36,267
TOTAL REVENUES, GAINS &
OTHER SUPPORT $ 3,458,684 $ 3,965,851

FUNCTIONAL EXPENSES
Program services
Membership services $ 325,969 $ 382,797
General education & chapter operations 1,883,981 2,212,438
Habitat projects 314,917 369,820
Coverts 11,053 12,976
Research 2,760 3,244
Advocacy 5,524 6,488

Supporting services
Administration 204,421 240,059
Fundraising 13,812 16,221

TOTAL FUNCTIONAL EXPENSES $ 2,762,437 $ 3,244,043

Change in net assets $ 696,247 $ 721,808
NET ASSETS BEGINNING OF YEAR $ 4,983,622 $ 4,261,814
NET ASSETS END OF YEAR $ 5,679,869 $ 4,983,622
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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS’ REPORT
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RUFFED GROUSE SOCIETY
FUNCTIONAL EXPENDITURES

DECEMBER 31, 2009
Year ended December 31, 2009 (Unaudited)

CFC PARTICIPATION
RGS participates in the Combined Federal Campaign
(CFC) as a member of the Conservation &
Preservation Charities of America Federation under
the listing of “National Federations.” RGS’ permanent
ID number is 12058. Federal employees are encouraged
to add RGS to their payroll deduction plans.
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OFFICERS
D. Wayne Jacobson, Jr...................................................Chair
Denis Karnosky...............................Vice Chair & Treasurer
Scotty Searle.............................................................Secretary

DIRECTORS
Larry Brutger;  Leon H. “Joe” Chandler;

Edwin H. Gott, Jr.; James Hayett; Joe R. Irwin; 
D. Wayne Jacobson, Jr.; William “Butch” Johnson;

Bruce Ogle; James H. Oliver; John C. Oliver;
Stephen F. Quill; George Rich;  Terald J. Wilson

DIRECTORS EMERITI
T. Stanton Armour, S. Prosser Mellon

Sally B. Searle, David V. Uihlein

HEADQUARTERS STAFF
Dr. Michael D. Zagata .................................President/CEO
Ronald P. Burkert ...............................Information Systems

and Webmaster
Anna Stubna .............................Editor and Special Projects
Margie Vollmer .....................................................Controller
Tracy M. Greene ................Director – Banquet Operations
Julie Caugherty...................Director – Memembership  Services

and Marketing Coordinator
Shirley Rice.........................................Membership Services
Rudy Mamula...........................................Accounts Payable
Kim Swisher ........................................Accounts Receivable
Leatha M. Veiock .................Informatin Systems Assistant

and Mailroom
Alison R. Kelley...........................Administrative Assistant
Wallace L. Cheuvront ................................Staff Assistant --

Shipping and Receiving
Dick Nelson...............................................................Publicist

CONSERVATION POLICY
Daniel R. Dessecker ..................................................Director

BIOLOGISTS
Mark E. Banker....................Senior Biologist, Mid-Atlantic
...........................................................................New England
Gary Zimmer ......................Sally B. Searle Senior Biologist
.................................................................................Minnesota

REGIONAL DIRECTORS
Mark D. Fouts..................Director of Regional Operations

& AK, MO, MN, OR, WA
Ken Waite....................................................................NY, PA
O. Boyd Cooke.............................ME, NH, VT, MA, RI, CT
Douglas R. Doherty.....................................................MI, IN
David Johnson........................................WI, MI, MN, IA, IL
Dave Hansroth ............................................PA, MD, NJ, DE
Don Mallicoat .............................GA, KY, LA, NC, TN, VA
Lisa M. Rossi ..............................................PA, OH, WV, IN

NATIONAL OFFICE
Ruffed Grouse Society
451 McCormick Road
Coraopolis, PA  15108

(412) 262-4044
Toll Free (888) 564-6747

www.ruffedgrousesociety.org
E-MAIL: rgs@ruffedgrousesociety.org

RGS CANADA
Gary McWilliams, Chief Administrative Officer

John Lockerbie
RGS Canada Chapter Information Coordinator

PPLLAANNNNEEDD  GGIIFFTTSS  AANNDD  GGIIVVIINNGG
RGS is eligible to receive tax-deductible
gifts of cash, stocks, land, bequests, and
other forms of planned gifts. Members
are encouraged to add RGS to their
estate plans by providing the
information available on those subjects
on the RGS website,
www.ruffedgrousesociety.org on the
ccoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn  >>  ppllaannnneedd  ggiiffttss page, to their
estate planner or lawyer.


